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Dear Doctor Lederberg: 

My apologies for the slow response to your memo 
and materials on domestic communications satellites. 

While the issue is of great importance, no one 
among us feels he has the time or background to take 
it up. John Keker has done some FCC work but is only 
temporarily with NRDC and feels that a major effort 
would be required to do a decent inquiry into the 
FCC proceedings. I spoke with Si Lazarus, who worked 
with Nick Johnson after graduating from Yale Law 
School, and with Bob Thorpe, Johnson's present aide. 
Both confirm the material in Shayon's article, feel ' 
that the Ford Foundation is not updating its earlier 
study, but warn that the proceedings are very complex 
and that inquiry into them by persons without consider- 
able background would be a large task. 

Thanks for the suggestion. We do want to be 
responsive to the problems you and other trustees refer 
to us. In this case, however, we do not seem to have 
the resources to make the study. 

Sincerely yours, 

JEB/mp 
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